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THE BELT OF TRUTH  
 
Having girded your loins with truth (Ephesians 6:14). The 
first piece of armor for the Christian warrior is the 
belt of truth. Jesus said, "I am . . . the truth" (John 14:6). 
And because Christ is in you, the truth is in you.  
 
However, continuing to choose truth is not always easy.  
Since Satan's primary weapon is the lie, your belt of 
truth (which holds the other pieces of body armor in 
place) is continually being attacked.  If he can disable 
you in the area of truth, you become as easy target for 
his other attacks.  
 
You stand firm in the truth by relating everything you do 
to the truth of God's Word. because you have nothing 
to hide.  You never have to cover up to God or anyone 
else; everything you do is in the light.  
 
Furthermore, when you live in the truth you dislodge 
the lies of Satan, the father of lies (John 8:44). Remem-
ber that if Satan can deceive you into believing a lie, he 
can control your life.  Jesus prayed, "I do not ask Thee 
to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the 
evil one" (John 17:15). How? "Sanctify them in the truth; 
Thy Word is truth" (verse 17).  
 
You will only dislodge Satan's lies in the light of God's 
revelation, and not by human reasoning or any form of 
research.  The only thing a Christian ever has to admit 
to is the truth.  Walking in the light and speaking the 
truth in love may seem threatening to some.  But in real-
ity truth is a liberating friend and the only path to fel-
lowship with God.  
 

BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS  
 
Having put on the breastplate of righteousness . . . 
(Ephesians 6:14).  The second piece of armor God has 
provided for us is the breastplate of righteousness. 
When you put on Christ at salvation, you are justified 
before our holy God. It's not your righteousness but 
Christ's (1 Corinthians 1:30; Philippians 3:8, 9).  
 
So when Satan aims an arrow at you by saying, "You're 
not good enough to be a Christian," you can respond 
with Paul, "Who will bring a charge against God's elect? 
God is the one who justifies" (Romans 8:33).  
 
Your righteousness in Christ is your protection against 
Satan's accusations. Even though we rejoice in our posi-
tion of righteousness in Christ, we are well aware of 
our deeds of unrighteousness when we think, say, or do 
something apart from God.  
 
Standing firm in our righteousness requires us to live in 
continuous agreement with God according to 1 John 
1:9: "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness." 

  
Confession is different from saying "I'm sorry" or ask-
ing forgiveness. To confess (homologeo) means to ac-
knowledge or to agree. You confess your sin when you 
say what God says about it: "I entertained a lustful 
thought and that's a sin"; I treated my leader unkindly  
and that was wrong"; "Pride motivated me  to seek that 
board position and pride doesn't belong in my life."  
 
Satan will make confession as difficult for As he can.  
He will try to convince you that it's too late for con-
fession, that God has already erased your name out of 
the book of life.  That's another one of his lies.  You're 
in Christ; you're already forgiven.  You are the right-
eousness of God in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21), and He 
will never leave you.   
 
Your confession of sin clears the way for the fruitful 
expression of righteousness in your daily life.  We 
should be like Paul, who said, "I also do my best to main-
tain always a blameless conscience both before God 
and before men" (Acts 24:16). 
 

THE WILL OF GOD 
 
Knowing the will of God is a common problem. People 
were struggling at the time of Christ. Some people were 
saying of Him, "He's a good man." Others were saying, "He 
leads the multitude astray" (John 7:12). How could 
these people know whether He was leading them into 
truth? Seizing the opportunity, Jesus set forth stan-
dards of divine guidance. His first admonition was, "My 
teaching is not Mine, but His who sent Me. If any man is 
willing to do His will, he shall know of the teaching, 
whether it is of God, or whether I speak from My-
self" (John 7:16, 17).  
 
The essential prerequisite to know the will of God, ac-
cording to Jesus, is a willingness to do it (obedience to 
his word).  What is the will of God? God's will for those 
who believe in Him is to be alive in Christ for the purpose 
of establishing His kingdom by overcoming the evil one 
and becoming fully the people He has called us to be.  
Notice the opening words of the Lord's Prayer: "Our Fa-
ther who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy king-
dom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven" (Matt. 6:9, 10). When praying this prayer, we are 
asking for God's will to be accomplished on earth as it 
presently is in heaven.   
 
Do you hold any reservations about turning your will 
over to God and to his authority? Do you really believe 
that God's will for you and for His church is good, ac-
ceptable and perfect (Romans 12:2)? If God is God and 
you call Him Lord, doesn't He have the right to exercise 
His will in your life?  
 
Let us submit our will to God and to his authority, and 
pray for ourselves  so that it may be well with us (1 Pe-
ter 2:18-21); 1 Timothy 2:1-4).  
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  THE GENUINE PROPHET 
"If they [the prophets] had stood in My council, then they 
would have announced My words to My people, and 
would have turned them back from their evil way and 
from the evil of their deeds" (Jeremiah 23:22). Every true 
prophet of God in the Old Testament was an evangelist. 
His ministry drew people back to God and His Word. The 
call to righteousness was the standard which separated 
the genuine prophet from the imitation, as the prophet 
Jeremiah wrote.  If you come across someone who claims 
to be a prophet, but who is not involved in calling people 
to a righteous walk with God, you may be dealing with a 
counterfeit. 
 
In the New Testament, the gift of prophecy has one pri-
mary purpose: to reveal unrighteousness and bring con-
viction.  Paul wrote that, as a result of prophecy, "The 
secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on 
his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly 
among you" (1 Corinthians 14:25). The Lord revealed 
through Jeremiah another criterion for distinguishing a 
true prophet from a false prophet: "I have heard what the 
prophets have said who prophesy falsely in My name, say-
ing, 'I had a dream, I had a dream!' . . . The prophet who has a 
dream may relate his dream, but let him who has My word 
speak My word in truth. What does straw have in common 
with grain?" (23:25, 28).  
 
God is warning His people against prophets who value 
their dreams above His Word. God is not saying that 
dreams are unimportant. Indeed, He often spoke to people 
in the Bible through dreams before the full revelation 
of Scripture was complete. But in comparison to the nu-
tritious grain of His Word, dreams are mere straw. If you 
feed straw to cattle, they'll die.  They will sleep on it, 
but they won't eat it because it has no nutrients.  Simi-
larly, dreams may be of some value, but they are never to 
be equated with God's Word as the basis for our faith or 
our walk.  
 

CONSULT YOUR GOD  
False Christs and false prophets will arise, and will 
show signs and wonders, in order, if possible, to lead the 
elect astray (Mark 13:22).  You can identify a false 
prophet by the fact that not all his prophecies come 
true. Deuteronomy 18:22 instructs us not to believe the 
prophet whose prophecies fail.  
 
But Deuteronomy 13:1-3 also warns us about the false 
prophet whose signs and wonders do come true:  "If a 
prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and 
gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or wonder 
comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, 
'Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) 
and let us serve them,' you shall not listen to the words 
of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD 
your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul." (See also Matt. 24:4-11, 23-25; Rev. 13:11-14).  
 
Many Christians have become conditioned to think that 
anything relating to the miraculous automatically veri-
fies that God is involved. God can still use signs and won-
ders to confirm the Word, but the Bible also warns that 
false Christs and prophets will arise seeking to lead be-
lievers astray with their "signs and wonders."  Satan can 
also perform signs and wonders, but he only does so to 
direct our worship away from God. 
  
Deuteronomy 13:5-11 reveals the seriousness of attrib-
uting to God the activity of Satan.  Persons who were in-
volved in it were to be executed even if they were rela-
tives. We are to love God, obey His Word, and test all 
signs, wonders and dreams. Isaiah wrote, "When they say 
to you, 'Consult the mediums and the wizards who whis-
per and mutter,' should not a people consult their God? 
Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? To 
the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak accord-
ing to this word, it is because they have no 
dawn" (8:19,20). 
 

PROPHETIC MESSAGES 
"Is not My word like fire?" declares the LORD, and like a 
hammer which shatters a rock?" (Jeremiah 23:29). If you 
attend a Christian fellowship where prophecies are part 
of public worship, I wonder if we should expect from 
God generic messages like, "I love you, My children" or 
"I'm coming soon."  These statements are certainly true, 
but why would they need to be prophesied, since the Bi-
ble already clearly asserts God's love and Christ's immi-
nent return?  
 
I have heard "prophecies" like these given in churches 
where many people were living in sin,  lulling them into an 
unrighteous complacency. The voice of a prophet is a 
consuming fire and a shattering hammer. A prophetic mes-
sage should motivate people to righteousness, not pla-
cate them in their sin (1 Peter 4:17). God is more con-
cerned about church purity than about church growth.  
Comfort only comes to those who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake by allowing God's Word to purge 
their sin and shatter their self-centeredness.  
 
Jeremiah relates two other evidences of false prophets: 
"Behold, I am against the prophets,' declares the LORD, 
'who steal My words from each other" (23:30). That's 
plagiarism: taking what God gave someone else and using 
it as if it were your own. "I am against the prophets,' de-
clares the LORD, 'who use their tongues and declare, 
"the Lord declares"" (verse 31). Declaring that what 
you are saying is directly from the Lord when it isn't is an 
incredible offense to God.  
 
If God wants me to know something He will tell me di-
rectly. I believe in the priesthood of believers; however, 
God can and will encourage us and confirm His Word to 
us through others. "There is one God, and one mediator 
also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Timo-
thy 2:5). If someone says to you "God told me to tell you . 
. . "that person may be functioning as a medium.  The gift 
of prophecy should reveal the secrets of the heart so 
people will fall on their faces and worship God (1 Cor. 
4:25). Then God will guide them by His Holy Spirit.  
 
 

IDENTIFYING A CHRISTIAN LEADER  
"There will also be false teachers among you, who will 
secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying 
the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction 
upon themselves" (2 Peter 2:1).  
 
 What comes to mind when you hear the terms false 
prophets and false teachers? Many people tend to thing 
of Eastern mystics and gurus, the spokespersons for 
non-biblical religions or dynamic cult leaders--people 
who are recognizably outside the boundaries of the 
Christian church. But the apostle Peter devoted an en-
tire chapter in one of his letters (2 Peter 2) to false 
prophets and teachers who operate within the church.  
 
False teachers may operate in our churches disguised as 
workers of righteousness. Notice that the lure of false 
teachers is not primarily their doctrine: "And many will 
follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of 
the truth will be maligned" (verse 2). What does Peter 
mean by "follow their sensuality"?  He is talking about 
Christians who evaluate a ministry based on the outward 
appearance and charm of its leaders. We say, "He's such 
a nice guy"; "he's a very charismatic person"; "He's a real 
dynamic Speaker"; "he's so sweet and sounds so sincere."  
 
But is the size of the ministry or a syrupy personality a 
biblical criterion for validating a ministry or a teacher? 
Of course not! The issue is always truth and righteous-
ness. A Christian leader should be identified by his com-
mitment to the truth, his righteous life and his servant's 
heart.  
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